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Wishing to evade the admonitions of Monica, her wayward son, Augustine, secretly 
left Africa for Italy. Reaching the sea-shore, and finding he had already set sail, the 
mother’s grief was inexpressible. God, by this extreme affliction, wished to punish her 
too human affection for her son. But she could not leave him in his sin and errors. 
Monica, too, embarked and followed Augustine to Italy. With St. Ambrose she succeeded 
in effecting his conversion for which she had prayed and wept incessantly for sixteen 
years. Augustine became the illustrious and sainted Doctor of the Church. St. Monica 
died at the age of fifty-six. Her feast is celebrated on May 4th. 
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No, this is not what some people would be pleased to call ‘‘devout 
sentimentality of women’’! This is from a man, a man of a practical 
turn of mind, a man who earns his livelihood! But it is also a most 
edifying illustration of the ‘‘wonders’’ which true devotion to Mary can 
effect in any soul of good will. — Read this extract from his letter received 
by us some days ago: — 


“| am again able to donate $10.00 for... poor priests and sisters 
in Austria and Germany ... The enclosed is sent in thanksgiving for very 
many favors I have received from our dear Lord and our dear Blessed 
Mother. The following is one: About twenty years ago or perhaps a little 
more, we had a mission here. While looking over some Mission Books, I 
came across a booklet on ‘‘True Devotion to Mary.’’ After reading the 
booklet two or three times, | made up my mind it was the only book for 
me, and I signed the Act of Consecration at the end of the booklet.. I re- 
newed the act every year for about six or eight years, if | remember right- 
ly; then the booklet was lost. It was a sad loss to me, as I prized it highly. 
I often tried to find another like it, but... could not locate one. You can 
imagine my surprise when I received ‘‘The Golden Book.’’ I recovered my 
long-lost booklet, but it had grown larger! I had no idea that ‘‘The Gold- 
en Book’’ was like the one I had been looking for those twelve years or 
more. But I never forgot to offer every act of mine through our Blessed 
Mother’s hands to the dear Sacred Heart. And now I believe she was the 
means of my finding ‘‘my booklet’’ in ‘‘The Golden Book.’’... I am glad 
to know it was through the Benedictine Sisters | received it. I appreciate 
it much, as it is now I need it most. I have very many good books, but 
my heart is in ‘‘The Golden Book.’’ Now I know-where I can get another 
if | lose this. ..’’ 


This is one of many letters we have received ‘praising the beautiful 
prayers and the ‘‘True Devotion to Mary’’ as explained in ‘‘The Golden 
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Book.’’ Many have asked us to print the principal points of this excellent 
devotion in booklet form. We feel that no book instills a true, deep, last- 
ing devotion to Mary as well as De Montfort’s treatise. One who finds 
Mary this way,'finds the easiest, shortest and safest way of going to Jesus. 
We cannot exhort our dear readers too urgently to make the teaching of 
De Montfort’s ‘‘True Devotion’’ their life’s study. We have complied with 
the request of our friends. To make the faithful familiar with the true 
knowledge of this devotion, we have just published a brochure which ex- 
plains it in clear and simple language, so that every Christian, even the 
uneducated, can read it with the greatest benefit. 


With the month of Mary, the seventeenth volume of our magazine 
begins. The circulation of ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ is dear to our 
heart, and the booklet, ‘‘De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary’’ will be sent to 
everyone who secures one new subscription. Nobody should say he can- 
not. Recently we received an offer from an agent obliging himself to 
obtain for us 25,000 new subscriptions within a year on condition that 
we raise our price to $2.00. He wrote: ‘‘What a shame it is to keep this 
wonderful book away from the majority of our Catholic folks! It belongs 
in every Catholic home and if you will interest yourself in my proffer, it 
shall be placed where it so belongs... 1 guarantee you at least 25,000 
subscriptions within a year or forfeit one thousand dollars to you. .. Do 
not think that we cannot secure $2.00 for a subscription to your book, as 
I assure you we can. It is a hundred, yea, one thousand per cent better 
than many publications selling in the list today at that price. I'll see to 
securing the subscriptions.’’ 


Of course, the agent expected a commission; the price would then be 
raised from $1.00 to $2.00. We, however, refused this proposition saying 
that we did not want to make money on our publication. We are satisfied 
to meet expenses; but this we must do, for to work any length of time at 
aloss would be disastrous. Besides, our publication enters humble homes 
where money and goods are often scarce. We wrote, we prefer to remain 
among the ‘‘little ones’’ in Bethlehem rather than go up to Jerusalem! Thus 
we rejected the flattering proposition, for your benefit, dear subscriber! 


Now, kind reader, this is a lesson for you. — One single man does not 
hesitate to guarantee to obtain 25,000 new subscriptions in one year at the 
price of $2.00. And you say you cannot secure one new subscription at 
$1.00! Don’t you think with good will and zeal, and love for Jesus and 
Mary, you can spread our magazine devoted solely to their honor! Jesus 
and Mary will reward you abundantly. We, too, are not ungrateful, and 
we give valuable premiums. We are convinced that the months of May 
and June will bring us many new subscriptions. Dear readers, each and 
everyone, take the matter into your own hands. Secure as many new 
subscriptions as possible. You will receive, in return, as many booklets, 
‘De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary,’’ which you may distribute among your 
friends, or you may select from the premiums listed on first page. 


Se 
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True Devotion to Mary. 


According to Bl. de Montfort continued. 





WE CONSECRATE ourselves entirely to Mary in order to 
belong wholly to Jesus after the example of our Divine Savior 
Himself. He enclosed Himself as a prisoner in the womb of 
the Blessed Virgin, and during His whole life wished to sub- 
ject Himself perfectly to His Virgin Mother. 

Blessed de Montfort in his treatise, says so impressively : 
God the Son descended into Mary’s virginal womb, as a new 
Adam into the terrestrial paradise, to find His delight in her 
and to accomplish His hidden wonders of grace. The God- 
made-man has found His liberty by enclosing Himself in her 
womb. He permitted His power to shine by allowing Himself 
to be borne by this chaste Virgin. He found His and His 
Father’s honor by concealing His glory from all creatures, in 
order to reveal it to Mary alone. He glorified His majesty 
and sovereignty by making Himself dependent on this sweet 
Virgin in His conception, His birth, His offering in the temple, 
during the thirty years of His hidden life, until His death. 
And even there He wished her to stand by His side, that He 
might offer one and the same sacrifice with her, and that only 
with her consent would He be offered, as formerly Isaac was 
offered to the will of God through Abraham’s consent. It is 
Mary who has nursed and nourished: Jesus for us, who cared 
for Him, who reared Him and sacrificed Him for us. 

Consider more attentively, dear reader, this wondrous 
and incomprehensible dependence of a God, and you will be 
forced to exclaim: “Verily, God’s ways are not our ways.” 

The Incarnate Son of God could have given Himself direct- 
ly to man. He did not do so. He wished to make use of 
Mary as a medium. He could have entered this world in the 
fulness of manhood, dependent on no one. But He wished to 
come as a helpless Infant, wholly dependent upon the support 
of a Mother. The Holy Ghost has revealed scarcely any of 
the wonderful things of the hidden life of Divine Wisdom 
made a Child; still He would not wish to pass over in silence 
His incomprehensible dependency upon Mary, to show us its 
value and infinite glory. Holy Scripture sums up the eighteen 
years of our Lord’s hidden life in the words: He was subject 
to them; words on which we can never sufficiently reflect: 
God subject to Mary! 
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Jesus Christ certainly had an unspeakable longing here be- 
low to augment the honor of His Father and to save souls. Yet, 
for this purpose He found not a more perfect nor better means 
than to subject Himself in all things to the Blessed Virgin. 
This perfect submission lasted not only ten or fifteen years, 
as it is the case with most children, but until His thirtieth 
year. Consequently, Jesus Christ procured more honor to His 
Heavenly Father during this time of submission and depend- 
ency upon Mary, than if He had spent these thirty years in 
preaching and working miracles. “Therefore,” exclaims Bl. 
de Montfort, “we give great honor to God, if to please Him, 
we subject ourselves to Mary after the example of Jesus 
Christ, our Model and Exemplar. 

Examining further the life of Jesus, we perceive that He 
wished to begin His miracles through Mary. The Baptist was 
sanctified through Mary’s word. Scarcely had she.spoken and 
saluted Elizabeth than St. John was cleansed from original 
sin and filled with grace. That was the first miracle in the 
order of grace. At the humble request of Mary, Jesus changed 
water into wine at the marriage feast of Cana. This was the 
first miracle in the order of nature. He has begun and con- 
tinued His miracles through Mary, and He will continue them 
to the end of time through Mary. 

If we consider this sublime example, should we then be 
so foolish, dear reader, as to wish to find a more perfect and 
better means to glorify God than this: to subject ourselves 
to Mary in imitation of Jesus? 

Happy the souls who by attentive and frequent reading 
of “The Golden Book” derive from it true, fervent, elevating 
devotion to Jesus and Mary! A love, for Jesus and Mary, 
hitherto unimagined, will permanently inflame their heart. 
What a glorious devotion is this perfect surrender to Mary, 
and through her to our Divine Savior! 


Se 


RHODE ISLAND — How happy I am to hear you expect to get up a book- 
let on “True devotion to Mary!” Truly I feel our Blessed Mother will shower 
subscribers on your Magazine if you spread devotion to her Immaculate Heart. 
In these dark days, sin is devouring us! How many know nothing about this beauti- 
ful devotion. Oh! Have pity on your poor sisters and brothers walking in darkness 
and throw light on this dark world by giving us the right and sure way home to 
sweet Jesus through the “True Devotion to Mary.” 
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Holy Communion, a Gift of Love. 


“JESUS knowing that His hour was come that He should 
pass out of this world to the Father: having loved His own 
who were in the world, He loved them unto the end” (John 
xiii. 1). Before His death, Jesus wished to give us the great- 
est possible proof of His love. This He did by instituting the 
Most Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 

In their dying moments, persons often bequeath to their 
dearest friends a gift such as a garment, a ring, or a jewel, 
in remembrance of the love borne them in life. “The tokens 
of love given in death make a greater impression and are 
more highly appreciated than those given at other times,” re- 
marks St. Bernardine of Siena. But, O my Jesus, what memorial 
of love didst Thou bequeath to us when Thou wast about to 
leave the world? Not a costly garment, not a treasured ring, 
not a precious jewel; no, Thyself Thou didst give, O Son of 
God! Thou didst give us Thy Body, Thy Blood, Thy Soul and 
Thy Divinity: Thou didst give us Thyself whole and without 
reserve. “Everything did He give thee, O man,” cries out St. 
Chrysostom, “and nothing did He reserve!” 

“In this Sacrament, Jesus Christ has opened to us all the 
treasures of His love,” declares the Council of Trent. According 
to the apostles, He bestowed this favor upon man in the very 
night in which they were deliberating plans for His death. 
Jesus “the same night in which He was betrayed, took bread, 
and giving thanks, broke, and said: Take ye and eat: this is 
my Body which shall be delivered for you” (1 Cor. xi. 24). 
“It did not satisfy the exuberant love of our Savior to deliver 
Himself to death for our salvation,” says St. Bernardine, “but 
before His death, He wished to do something still greater for 
us. Therefore He gave us His Body as food.” In the excess 
of His love He was already prepared to die for us; but this 
very excess urged Him to something greater than He had ever 
done before — namely, to give us His Body as food.” 

Rightly, then, does St. Thomas call this Mystery the Sac- 
rament and Pledge of Love, for only the love of Jesus could 
have induced Him to give Himself wholly to us. Rightly does 
he call it the “Pledge of Love,” saying that this Sacrament is 
a convincing proof, if we should still doubt God’s love. By 
the institution of the Holy Eucharist, our Lord seemingly ad- 
dresses to us these words: “O Christian souls, if ever you doubt 
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My love, consider this Sacrament wherein I give Myself whole 
and entire! After receiving this Pledge of My Love, can you 
still doubt my love, my vehement love for you?” ~ 


Gift Excelling All Other Gifts. 


St. Bernard calls this Sacrament the Gift excelling all 
other gifts of Divine Love, because it includes all other graces 
and gifts: the creation, the Redemption and the pre-election. 
In fact, the Holy Eucharist is not only Christ’s pledge of love 
toward us, but, as the Church declares, It is a guarantee for 
our salvation. “Love! Love!” was the favorite name by which 
St. Philip Neri called our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. 
When Holy Viaticum was brought to him, he exclaimed, “Here 
is my Love! Give me my Love!” 

The Prophet Isaias wished to announce to the whole 
world everything which had been invented by the love of 
God to draw men’s hearts to Himself. If the wisdom of God 
Himself had not devised such a means, who would ever have 
thought that the Word-made-Flesh would give Himself as food 
for our souls under the veil of bread? “Verily,” exclaims St. 
Augustine, “does it not seem folly to say: Eat My Flesh and 
drink My Blood!” When Jesus Christ spoke of the Blessed 
Sacrament for the first time to His disciples, they left Him 
murmuring: “This saying is hard, and who can hear it?” 
(John vi. 61.) However, the wondrous love of our Savior has 
invented and accomplished that which man could neither con- 
ceive nor believe. “Take ye and eat,” He said before His 
death to His disciples, and through them to us all. What. 
kind of food wilt Thou give us, O Blessed Redeemer ?— “Take 
ye and eat! No earthly food do I give you, but Myself. I 
give Myself to you whole and entire.” 

How ardently Jesus Christ desires to give Himself to us 
in Holy Communion! “With desire I have desired to eat this 
Pasch with you” (Luke xxii. 15), He said on the night in which 
He instituted this Sacrament of Love. “What,” asks St. Lawrence 
Justinian, “do these expressions signify other than the boundless 
love wherewith He loved us?” In order that no one would be 
excluded from partaking of this Banquet of Love, He chose the 
form of bread. Had He given Himself under the form of rare 
and costly food, the poor would have been deprived of it. 
Therefore He concealed Himself under the common form of 
bread; because bread may be had everywhere at little cost, and 
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no one would be prevented from approaching Him frequently. 

To inflame us with desire for the reception of His Body 
in Holy Communion, He most urgently invites us thereto by 
saying in reference to heavenly gifts: “Come, eat My Bread, 
and drink the Wine which I have mingled for you” (Prov. ix. 
5); and “Eat, O friends, and drink” (Cant. v. 1). He even gives 
us the formal command: “Take ye and eat, this is My Body.” 
He coaxes us, so to speak, promising us heaven as a reward: 
“He that eateth My Flesh hath everlasting life” (John vi. 55). 
Yes, He threatens us with everlasting death if we refuse to 
receive Him in Holy Communion! “Except you eat the Flesh 
of the Son of Man, you shall not have life in you” (John vi. 
54). All these invitations, promises and threats reveal our Sav- 
ior’s great desire to unite Himself with us in the Most Holy 
Sacrament. 

Love Craves for Union. 

Why is Jesus so eager to have us receive Him in Holy Com- 
munion? Let St. Dionysius answer this question for us: “Be- 
cause love always strives after union with the object of its 
love.” “True friends,” says St. Thomas, “wish, if that were 
possible, to be so intimately united, that they would form but 
one heart and one soul, yea, but one body.” Behold God’s 
immeasurable love for us! He willed that we should not only 
possess Him once in heaven, but through His union with us 
in Holy Communion, He wishes to unite Himself to us in the 
most intimate manner conceivable, even here below.- 

O boundless love of Jesus! Not satisfied to die for us, He 
wrought the Miracle of miracles, He instituted the Adorable 
Mystery of Love, that He might personally remain with us 
poor, miserable and ungrateful creatures. Our Divine Savior 
foresaw that this excess of love would soften but few hearts, 
would transform but few men; that the greater part of man- 
kind would neither believe in His presence in the tabernacle 
nor visit and adore Him, nor receive Him worthily. 

Ah! His Divine eye, before which the whole future lies 


open, foresaw that the number of those who would love Him | 


would be very small. He knew that by far the greater part 
of men would despise, insult and ill-treat Him in His 
Sacrament of Love in thousands of places to the end of time! 
Despite this mournful foreknowledge, He instituted the Mys- 
tery of the Altar. Despite this, He pronounced these all- 
powerful words: “This is My Body.” Why? In the words of 
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St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi to her religious, we answer: 
“Do you not know that Jesus is all love? That it is His ex- 
cessive love which has prompted Him to such wondrous, in- 
comprehensible works for the sake of our salvation?” 

Yes, He instituted the Sacrament of Love because He 
loved us to the utmost limits of Divine love. He knew that 
His personal presence in the tabernacle, His sacrifice in Holy - 
Mass, His union in Holy Communion would be necessary and 
beneficial for us. He knew that, besides His Holy Mother 
and His faithful apostles to whom He communicated Himself 
first, there would be at all times and everywhere, pious souls 
who should love Him, and loving Him would ardently desire 
to be united with Him. He saw also you in your poverty and 
sinfulness, but also your good-will to love Him! Behold, these 
are the reasons why Jesus prefers to expose Himself to all 
manner of insults to remain with us, rather than recoil from 
these insults and deprive us of His presence! 


(Seige 


Mary’s Honor Vindicated by a Great Miracle. 





DuRING the pontificate of St. Boniface IV. (608-615), a bitter 
dissension arose in Rome between the Christians, and the Jews 
who were quite numerous in that city. These sworn enemies 
of Jesus and Mary were not content themselves to doubt and 
deny that Mary had conceived her Divine Child in a super- 
natural manner, and had brought Him forth as a pure Virgin, 
but, whenever occasion presented itself, they impudently dared 
to deride the belief of the Christians. God, “who commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness” (2 Cor. iv. 6), used a blind 
man as an instrument to glorify this unspeakable mystery, and 
to end the strife that was daily. fermenting more excite- 
ment. For this purpose, the Almighty was pleased to work a 
great miracle. 

At that time there lived in Rome a man who had been 
blind from his birth. Though his bodily eyes were in darkness, 
yet he was greatly enlightened in spiritual and interior matters. 
He was revered throughout the city as a person of prayer and 
of special devotedness to Mary. With filial affection he had 
consecrated himself to the Blessed Virgin from his childhood. 
When he heard of the dispute, he burned with zeal for the 
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honor of the holy Mother of God. He had himself led to 
the Jewish assembly, and thoroughly refuted their godless as- 
sertion that Jesus was a natural son of Joseph, and Mary had 
not always remained a Virgin. The agitators were completely 
vanquished and put to shame, but not silenced. Being unable 
to offer reasonable objections, they took refuge to reviling and 
renewed slander. They imitated their deluded ancestors who, 
with pharisaical pride, reproached the man born blind whom 
Jesus had healed, with the words: “Thou wast wholly born in 
sins, and dost thou teach us?” (John ix. 34.) 

“Behold, a blind man takes up the cause of the carpenter’s 
Son and of His Mother, and yet cannot receive sight from 
them!” jeered the Jews. 

Inspired by the Spirit of God, and with great confidence 
in the Virgin Mary, the blind man answered: “Ah, is it because 
I am born blind and you say that Jesus and Mary cannot 
give me sight — is it this that strengthens your obduracy? 
But what if the Holy Virgin obtain my cure from her Divine 
Son ?” 

“Then” replied the Jews jestingly, “then we will become 
Christians.” 

In fact, they bound themselves thereto by oath, and upon 
further request of the blind man, added that any one, who 
after the miracle would not accept the Christian religion, 
should be obliged to quit the city. 

The third day following this agreement was the feast 
of the Purification of the Blessed Virgin. This festival the 
blind man appointed for the fulfillment of his word. He in- 
vited the Jews to the Church, Santa Maria della rotunda, 
where they could witness Mary’s power and God’s concern 
in defending the honor of His Virgin Mother. The Pope to 
whom he applied for the required permission, knew by Divine 
enlightenment that the petition was an inspiration from heaven. 
He readily consented, for he felt that God wished, by this 
blind man to terminate the controversy and tumult of the 
city. 

On the appointed day, a great multitude of Christians 
and Jews assembled in the church of Santa Maria. The 
Office of the day was sung in choir. After the eighth 
lesson of Matins, the blind man had himself led to the altar 
of the Blessed Virgin. Leaning on his staff, he intoned in a loud 
voice the antiphon: Gaude Maria Virgo, and sang it to the 
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end. These are the words: “Rejoice, O Virgin Mary! Thou 
alone hast destroyed all heresies throughout the world, because 
thou hast believed the Archangel Gabriel’s words; for thou 
hast brought forth Him who is God and man, and after child- 
birth didst remain a pure virgin.” 

Scarcely had he finished, when he joyfully gave them to 
understand that he had received his sight. Deception was im- 
possible; all were convinced of the miracle. Astonishment and 
consternation prevailed among the Jews, but jubilant acclama- 
tions of gratitude rose from the hearts of the Christians. Loudly 
resounded the “Gloria in excelsis - Glory to God in the highest,” 
who by a great miracle had glorified Himself and His ever- 
blessed Virgin Mother. 

Five hundred Jews opened their eyes to the light of the 
true faith and, after having been thoroughly instructed, were 
received into the Church by baptism; the others left Rome. 

Magnum Speculum D. Hern. Grau. 


Seliger 
St. Gertrude the Great. 


Continued. 





St. Gertrude and the Most Blessed Virgin. 


PROBABLY no saint has understood. better than Gertrude 
the necessity and power of Mary’s assistance in the sanctifica- 
tion of souls. Gertrude’s devotion to the Mother of God was 
of a most tender nature. Our Lord revealed to her in many 
sublime visions, the grandeur and dignity of His Virgin-Mother. 
He manifested to Gertrude, in a thousand ways, the law He 
imposed upon Himself of communicating His riches to man, 
only through the hands and Heart of Mary. When Jesus first 
began to favor Gertrude with special revelations, He once said 
to her: “I give thee My sweet Mother as thy protectress. I 
confide thee to her care.” When the hour of trial came, 
Gertrude, terrified, called upon Jesus to help her. He replied: 
“I have given thee My own most merciful Mother for thine, 
and it is through her, I will dispense My graces to thee. Have 
recourse to her in all thy necessities and thou wilt surely find 
strength and consolation.” 

Gertrude celebrated Our Lady’s festivals with a joyful 
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heart, and on these days expected special favors from her 
beloved Mother. Mary herself more than once condescended 
to associate the humble virgin with her in the joys of her Divine 
maternity. From Christmas to Candlemas, Gertrude received 
so many tokens of love from the Divine Child and His charming 
Mother, that without supernatural assistance, her heart could 
not have borne the excess of such love and grace. 

On the feast of Our Lady’s Nativity, September 8th, 
Gertrude once asked what reward those would receive who 
celebrate this feast with fervor. Mary answered: “They will 
merit a special share in the joys which I possess in heaven, 
and in the virtues with which the most glorious Trinity adorns 
me!” Whilst she sang the Office on this feast, Gertrude be- 
held the heavens open. The angels erected a gorgeous throne 
in the centre of the choir, whereon the Queen of glory seated 
herself. With surpassing condescension she most graciously re- 
ceived the prayers of the religious. The Blessed Virgin praised 
Gertrude because she offered her prayers and devotions through 
the sweetest Heart of Jesus. 

Thereupon, Gertrude extolled the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit for having created a Virgin so full of grace. Then 
the benign Virgin arose and, standing before the Most High, en- 
treated the Triune God to impart to St. Gertrude, from His om- 
nipotence, wisdom and goodness, as many graces as a creature 
could possibly receive in this life. 

The feast of the Annunciation, March 25th, was always a day 
of most sublime graces for Gertrude. The wonderful mystery 
of the Incarnation, was to her a cause of constant, unspeakable © 
joy. Almost daily she meditated upon the ineffable condescen- 
sion of God toward Mary, and the truly infinite dignity of the 
Mother of God. Oh! how she praised God for this! How she 
extolled Mary above all the children of Adam! Mary returned 
so much love with her fondest affection, and filled the heart of 
Gertrude with an abundance of every heavenly treasures. 

On the vigil of the feast of the glorious Assumption, 
August 14th, Saint Gertrude begged our Lord to obtain for her 
the favor of His sweet Mother, for she feared she had never 
been sufficiently devout to the Blessed Virgin. Jesus inclined 
most graciously toward His Mother and in a fond embrace 
manifested the most filial affection, and said: “Remember, O 
Mistress, Mother most loving, that for thy sake I am merciful 
to sinners, and regard My elect one as if she had served thee 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 15 


all her life with due devotion.” At these words Mary gave 
herself entirely to Gertrude, for the sake of her Divine Son. 


What is Most Pleasing to Jesus. 


“What would be most pleasing to Thee at this moment, O 
Lord?” Gertrude once inquired. “What'dost Thou desire of me?” 

“Place thyself before My Mother, who reigns at My side, 
and endeavor to praise her.” 

Following this advice, Gertrude greeted the Heavenly Mother 
as the paradise of delights, the most beautiful habitation of God. 
She besought Mary to give her a heart so replete with virtues, 
that God could take pleasure to dwell therein. This good 
Mother adorned Gertrude with the rose of love, the lily of 
chastity, the violet of humility and the heliotrope of obedience. 

Once Our Lady appeared to her under the form of a spotless 
lily with three petals. One petal stood erect, the other two 
drooped. By this Gertrude understood that Mary is justly called 
a resplendent Lily of the Trinity, because she, above all creatures, 
received most perfectly and most worthily the prerogatives of 
the Triune God, and never sullied her soul with even a shadow 
of sin. The upright petal signified the omnipotence of the 
Father; the two drooping petals, the wisdom of the Son and the 
benignity of the Holy Spirit, which each of the Divine Persons 
communicated to her in such a degree as to produce in her their 
vivid resemblance. 

She also learned from the Blessed Virgin that when anyone 
piously greets her with these words: “O radiant Lily of the 
ever-peaceful Trinity! O resplendent Rose of heavenly charm!” 
Mary bestows favors upon him according to her power, through 
the omnipotence of the Father, the wisdom of the Son and 
the benignity of the Holy Spirit. She added: “And to him 
who greets me thus, I will appear at his death in the bloom 
of such beauty that he shall enjoy a foretaste of heavenly 
comfort and sweetness.” After this revelation, Gertrude often 
greeted the Blessed Virgin or her image with these words: — 

Hail, fair Lily of the ever-peaceful and glorious Trinity! 
Hail, effulgent Rose of the heavenly court, of whom the King 
of heaven willed to be born and nourished with thy milk; feed 
our souls with the effusions of the Divine condescension. 


To be continued. 
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Under Our Mother’s Protecting Mantle. 





LOOK AT'the opposite picture. See how our dear Heavenly 
Mother has her wide mantle spread out, and gathers beneath 
it all classes of persons: religious and people of the world. 
This picture represents the patronage of Mary, and was 
especially loved by the Christian people five hundred years ago. 
On one side kneel the pope, the bishops, priests, monks and 
nuns; on the other are the emperor and nobles, the common 
people, laborers and husbandmen, the healthy and the sick, 
the forsaken and distressed. 

How confidently they look up to the Blessed Virgin! Mary 
takes them all under her mantle because it is wide and broad: 
the whole of Christendom has place beneath it as in a protect- 
ing tent. Is this reality or only an empty symbol? How this 
wondrous and powerful Queen whose words obtain everything 
from the highest God, bends down herself in mercy and hears 
the weeping and lamentations of the poor children of earth and 
smiling with ineffable sweetness, she grants their prayers. At 
all times the Catholic Church and the Fathers and the faith- 
ful have had the deepest conviction that this highly privileged 
Mother of our Redeemer is their most powerful mediatrix with 
God, and that her maternal Heart is urged to succor us in our 
needs and anxieties. Take away the Mother of Mercy and 
Grace: take her out of the Christian religion, — what then? The 
Christian world would be poor and forsaken like a motherless 
little waif who timidly fears to go to the stern Father. 

O Mary, most sorrowful, most tried among women, thou 
canst heal crushed hearts, and again lighten them with quiet 
peace! Indeed, thou art truly the tender Mother whom Jesus 
has given us in His and thy most bitter hour on Calvary. Oh, 
how must we thank the Lord for this precious legacy! O 
Mary, Mother of God, and our Mother, pray for us sinners now 
and at the hour of our death. Amen. 


It Is Good to be under Mary’s Protection. 


St. Peter Damian lived at a time of which it could be truly 
said: “All flesh hath corrupted its way.” Laxity of morals 
had penetrated into the very sanctuary and had infected many 
whose lives should have served for the edification of others. 
St. Peter Damian longed to counteract this sad state of affairs. 
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By Divine inspiration, it was made known to him that a most 
effectual means to renew religious fervor was devotion to Mary. 
With the approval of the Pope, he introduced into a number 
of monasteries and churches, the pious custom of daily reciting 
the “Little Office of the Blessed Virgin.” A remarkable event 
i which, as an 
eye-witness he 
relates, proved 
the power of 
Mary’s _inter- 
cession. 

The Benedic- 
tine monks of 
the monastery 
of Gonurgei a- 
dopted the prac- 
tice the saint 
| recommended. 
For three years 
theyhad prayed 
the Little Office 
daily. Then,one 
of their number 
Gozon by name, 
concealing his 
impious _ senti- 
mentsunderthe 
religious garb, 
began to cen- 
sure this devo- 
tion. According 
to his views, it 
’ was sufficientto 
sing the Divine 
dding thereto a 
practice suggested by ambitious persons who sought to win 
honors at the expense of others. Gozon’s views made such an 
impression on the religious that they unanimously agreed to omit 
the daily recitation of the “Little Office.” But how wonderful 
are the judgments of God! Scarcely had they formed the res- 
olution, when hardships and misfortunes overwhelmed them. 
Soldiers and robbers took possession of part of their property; 
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dissatisfied neighbors claimed the remainder. Some of their 
buildings were ravaged by fire and reduced to ashes. Finally 
dissension argse among themselves. 

So much misery opened their eyes. They took refuge to 
St. Peter Damian, and asked his advice. He ascribed their 
misfortunes to the neglect of devotion to the Blessed Virgin. 
The monks humbled themselves, begged Mary’s compassion, 
and promised to resume the pious practice they had indiffer- 
ently neglected. With contrite heart they again recited Our 
Lady’s Office. — Everything changed. The robbers ceased to 
molest them; their enemies sought their friendship. God’s 
blessing visibly came upon their property, peace and harmony 
returned among the religious. In a short time they realized 
how good it is to live under the protection of the Heavenly 
Queen, as they had experienced, to their sorrow, how much 
evil awaits those who depart from her. — Baronius. 


CSeigw 


Monica and Augustine. 
See Frontispiece. 





AN EMBITTERED mother-in-law, a harsh husband, a way- 
ward son! — These are three sufferings of domestic life 
which, if they come together, can be conquered only by virtue 
and religion. Such was the lot of St. Monica.’ Nevertheless, 
her persevering patience, her unaltered meekness, and her 
confidence in God finally won not only the love of her froward 
mother-in-law, but even the heart of her rude heathen consort, 
Patricius. His conversion was one of the happy fruits of 
Monica’s silent suffering and fervent prayer. 

Now it was her son Augustine, who later became a great 
bishop and doctor of the Church, -that caused her intense 
anxiety. After giving himself in youth to vice and wicked- 
ness, he was seduced by the impious heretical sect, the Mani- 
chees. His good mother was heart-broken. She wept and prayed 
incessantly for his conversion. She asked enlightened persons 
to reason with her son. Once she sought counsel from a 
venerable prelate. “Only continue your prayers to God,” re- 
plied the saintly bishop, “it is impossible that a son of so 
many tears should perish!” 
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After about sixteen years of prayer and suffering, Monica’s 
desires were realized. Augustine conceived such disgust for 
the teachings of the Manichees, and for the wantonness of 
his pupils to whom he was teaching rhetoric in Carthagena, 
that he went to Rome and Milan. Notwithstanding the diffi- 
culties of the journey, his mother followed him, and there 
learned from St. Ambrose that Augustine had renounced his 
errors, received baptism and was leading an incomparably 
holy life. Now he lamented: “O God! too late have I loved 
Thee!” 

With sweet interior joy, Monica prepared for her home- 
ward journey to Africa, accompanied by her grateful son. 
She fell ill however, at Ostia, Italy, and peacefully gave up 
her soul, saying to Augustine: “My desires are fulfilled. My 
one longing was to see you a child of heaven. Now I have 
nothing more to do in this world.” 

For a long time Augustine was inconsolable over the loss 
of his beloved mother. Not till then did he fully appreciate 
those millions of tears she had shed to purchase his soul. 
Then, with deeply-affected heart, he realized the power of a 
good mother’s prayer. He still seemed to hear her parting 
words — those burning words of a father or mother on their 
deathbed, when they bid farewell to their children, and the 
children begin to realize what their parents were to them! 
Full of profound gratitude, Augustine begged all the priests 
who should read his works to remember his dear mother at 
the altar. 

St. Monica was not only the best of mothers, but also a 
prudent counselor. Her bitter experience had made her wise 
with a heavenly wisdom. Many sought her advice, others her 
consolation. She possessed the special talent of making peace 
among neighbors. By her silence she had conquered the pas- 
sionate temper of her own consort, and when women com- 
plained of their husband’s harsh treatment, Monica invariably 
exhorted them: Learn to hold your tongue. Indeed, a precious. 
advice! — Alas! too seldom heeded. 


CES 


REMARK. — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 




















Devotion to the Blessed Virgin, a Means 
to Avoid Purgatory. 





A SERVANT OF GOD sums up the means to avoid purgatory, 
and reduces them to these two: “Let us cleanse our souls by 
water and by fire.” By water is meant, purifying tears, and 
by fire, charity and good works. We may in truth classify 
them all under these two exercises, and this is conformable to 
Holy Scripture where we see that souls are cleansed from their 
stains, and purified like gold in the crucible. But since we 
must seek above everything to be practical, let us follow the 
method practiced, with so much success, by the saints and by 
all fervent Christians. : 

In order to obtain great purity of soul, and in consequence to 
have little reason to fear purgatory, we should cherish a great 
devotion toward the Blessed Virgin Mary. This good Mother 
will assist her dear children in cleansing their souls and in 
shortening their purgatory, that they may live in the greatest 
confidence. She even desires that they should not allow them- 
selves to be discouraged by excessive fear, as she herself deigned 
to declare to her servant, Jerome Carvalho. “Have confidence, 
my son,” she said to him, “I am the Mother of mercy for my 
dear children in purgatory, as well as for those still living upon 
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earth.” The revelations of St. Bridget contain a passage some- 
what similar: “I am,” said the Blessed Virgin to her, “the 
Mother of all those who are in the place of expiation; my 
prayers mitigate the chastisements inflicted upon them.” 

Those who wear the holy scapular have a special right to 
the protection of Mary. The devotion of the holy scapular, 
unlike that of the rosary, does not consist in prayer, but in the 
pious practice of wearing a sort of habit, which is as the livery 
of the Queen of Heaven. The brown scapular of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel, traces its origin back to the thirteenth century, 
and was first preached by St. Simon Stock, fifth General of the 
Order of Mount Carmel. This celebrated servant of Mary was 
born in Kent, England. Whilst still young, he retired into a 
solitary forest to apply himself to prayer and penance. He 
chose as his dwelling the hollow of a tree, to which he attached 
a Crucifix and a picture of the Blessed Virgin, whom he honored 
as his. Mother, and ceased not to invoke with the tenderest 
affection. For twelve years he entreated her to make known 
to him what he could do that would be most agreeable to her 
‘ Divine Son. The Queen of Heaven told him to enter the Order 
of Mount Carmel which was particularly devoted to her ser- 
vice. Simon obeyed, and under Mary’s protection became an 
exemplary religious, an ornament of the Order of Mount Carmel. 

It is related that the Blessed Virgin appeared to St. Simon 
on July 16, 1251, holding the scapular of the Order in her hand. 
This scapular she gave him with the words: “My Son, take 
this scapular of your Order. It is a special sign which I have 
obtained for you and the children of Mount Carmel. -Whoso- 
ever shall die wearing this scapular shall be preserved from 
the flames of hell.” 


The “Privilege of Preservation.” 


According to these words, the Blessed Virgin assures to 
all who devoutly wear the brown scapular, her maternal pro- 
tection at the hour of death and preservation from eternal 
punishment. This is what is called the “privilege of preserva- 
tion.”* It means that the Blessed Virgin, by her powerful in- 
tercession, will obtain from God special graces to help the 





* On account of this great privilege, many distinguished English- 
men, such as King Edward II., Henry, Duke of Lancaster, also St. 
Louis, King of France, and many others of the nobility, secretly wore 
the Carmelite scapular under their clothing and died wearing it. 
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good to persevere to the end, and to move sinners to avail 
themselves of favorable opportunities of conversion before death 
seizes them. This privilege may also mean that sometimes, 
owing to the influence of the Blessed Virgin, the hour of death 
is postponed to give a sinner who wears her scapular further 
opportunity of conversion. 

It was in the last century, the beginning of the nineties, 
that an obdurate mechanic lay on his deathbed. All admoni- 
tions to persuade him to receive the last sacraments proved 
fruitless. “You are wasting words!” was his contemptuous’ 
retort, “I will hear nothing of your priests and papists.” 

Intolerent to everything religious, yet he finally consented to 
let someone place a scapular about his neck. His end was 
rapidly approaching and still he would not hear of making his 
confession. Suddenly, toward three o’clock A. M., he asked for 
a priest. Contrary to all expectations, he devoutly received 
the sacraments. Not a moment too soon! By morning, death 
had already claimed him as a victim. 

“Behold the sign of salvation!” said Mary to Simon Stock 
when she handed him the first scapular as a symbol of her’ 
spécial protection. “Take this scapular,” the Blessed Virgin 
added, “whosoever shall die wearing it shall be preserved from 
the flames of hell; it is a sign of salvation, a shield in danger 
and a: pledge of an everlasting covenant.”, 

Let us remember this consoling promise. For who of us is 
not concerned about his salvation? Who is not solicitous for 
protection in the dangers of body and soul? 

This “privilege of preservation” has been exemplified in 
the case of obdurate sinners upon whom God permitted death 
to come when they were not wearing the scapular. Volumes 
might be filled with miraculous events which prove the fulfill- 
ment of this promise. Let it suffice to relate a few. 

Ven. Claude de la Colombiere tells of a young woman who 
wore the holy scapular and-was at first pious, but later had 
the misfortune to stray from the path of virtue. In consequence 
of bad literature and dangerous company, she fell into the 
greatest disorders. Instead of turning to God and having re- 
course to the Blessed Virgin, who is the refuge of sinners, she 
abandoned herself to despair. The demon soon suggested the 
frightful crime of suicide. She ran to the river, and, still 
wearing the scapular, threw herself into the water. But, oh, 
wonder! she floated instead of sinking, and could not find the 
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death she sought. A fisherman who saw her, hastened to her 
rescue, but the wretched creature prevented him. Tearing off 
her scapular, she cast it far from her and sank immediately. 
The fisherman was unable to save her, but he found the 
scapular, and recognized that this sacred livery, while she wore 
it, had prevented the sinner from committing suicide. 

In the hospital of Toulon there was an officer, a most im- 
pious man, who refused to see a priest. Death approached, and 
he fell into a sort of lethargy. The attendants profited by this 
to place a scapular about his neck, without his knowledge. On 
recovering soon after, he cried out in a fury, “Why have you 
put fire upon me? A fire which burns me! Take it away, take 
it away!” Then they invoked the Blessed Virgin and tried 
again to put on the scapular. He perceived this, tore it off 
in a rage, threw it far away from him, and with a horrible 
blasphemy upon his lips he expired. 

The devout wearers of the brown scapular have received 
the promise of the Blessed Virgin, according to the revelation 
made to St. Simon Stock,:to be adopted as her favorite and 
privileged children, and to enjoy during life her special pro- 
tection both for soul and body. Those who wear the scapular 
should endeavor to imitate the virtues of the Mother of God, 
particularly her purity, humility and charity.’ If practiced in 
this spirit, and with fidelity to the conditions, the devotion 
cannot fail to be a source of many spiritual blessings to the 
pious Christian. 

It is no new thing for Almighty God to make use of the 
clothes and garments of saints in order to effect prodigies. The 
mantle of the holy patriarch Elias, divided the waters of the 
Jordan twice (4 Kings ii); the shadow of St. Peter cured all 
diseases (Acts v. 15); the handkerchiefs and aprons of St. Paul 
drove away evil spirits and healed all manner of infirmities 
(Acts xix. 12). Yet, our Savior never wrought so many miracles 
through the relics of any saint as He has done with the sacred 
habit of His Virgin Mother, which He seems to have chosen 
to demonstrate to the world both the efficacy of her intercession 
and the height of her merits and glory. During the past six 
hundred years, miraculous and extraordinary favors have been 
and daily are conferred throughout the whole Christian world, 
by the intercession of the most Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount 
Carmel, and by means of her sacred scapular. Hence, if this 
devotion is not a source of abundant spiritual blessings to the 
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Christian, he must attribute it to his own negligence in not 
-duly valuing so powerful a means of salvation. 

The devil once cried out through a possessed person: “O 
scapular, how many souls thou hast snatched from me!” It 
was revealed to Father Francis Yezep, who died in 1617, in 
the odor of sanctity, that the evil one complains especially 
about two classes of people over whom he has no power. The 
first class are those who zealously propagate devotion to the 
Blessed Virgin, and the second, those who wear the holy 
scapular, for it is seldom that any of these are lost. 


The “Privilege of Deliverance.” 


The second privilege of the scapular of Mount Carmel is 
the “privilege of deliverance.” This consists in the early lib- 
eration from purgatory through the special intercession and 
petition of Mary which she graciously exercises in favor of her 
devoted servants, preferentially, as we may assume, on the day 
consecrated to her, — Saturday. The conditions for gaining 
this privilege are of such a kind as to justify a special trust in 
the assistance of Mary. When we consider the rigors of pur- 
gatory and its duration, we shall find that this privilege is 
most precious, and its conditions most easy. 

In a Bull Sacratissimo uti culmine dated Avignon, March 
3, 1322, Pope John XXII. promulgated this privilege, adding: 
“I accept this holy indulgence, and I corroborate and confirm 
it on earth as Jesus Christ has conceded it in heaven.” 

This Bull is what we call the “Sabbatine” because of 
the privilege mentioned — that is to say — on the first Saturday 
after death, all those shall be freed from purgatory who in 
their lives complied with these conditions: — 

1. To wear the scapular constantly until one’s last moment. 

2. To observe chastity according to one’s state of life. 

3. Tobe contrite and in the state of grace at the hour of death. 

4. To recite daily the “Little Office of the Blessed Virgin.” 

5. Those who cannot read may, instead of reciting the 
Office, abstain from flesh meat on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

At Ontranto, a city in the kingdom of Naples, a lady of 
high rank experienced holy pleasure in assisting at the sermons 
of a Carmelite Father who was a great promoter of devotion 
to Mary. He assured his auditors that all Christians who 
piously wore the scapular and fulfilled the prescribed conditions, 
would see the Divine Mother at their departure from this world 
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and that this heavenly Consoler of the afflicted would come 
on the Saturday after their death to deliver them from purga- 
tory, and take them into the abode of the blessed. Struck by 
these precious advantages, this lady immediately put on the 
livery of the Blessed Virgin, firmly resolved to observe faith- 
fully the rules of the confraternity. Her piety made rapid 
progress. She prayed to Mary day and night, placed all her 
confidence in her, and rendered her all possible veneration. 
Among other favors which she asked, she implored that of 
dying on a Saturday, in order that she might be the sooner 
delivered from purgatory. 

Her prayers were heard. Some years later, having fallen 
ill, she declared that her malady would carry her to the grave, 
notwithstanding the contrary opinion of her physician. “I bless 
God,” she added, “in the hope of being soon united with Him 
in heaven.” Her sickness made such rapid progress that the 
doctors unanimously declared she was at the point of death, 
and that she could not live through the day, which was 
Wednesday. “You are again mistaking,” said the sick woman. 
“I shall live three more days, and shall not die until Saturday.” 
The event justified her words. Regarding the days of suffering 
which remained to her as an inestimable treasure, she profited 
by them to purify her soul and to increase her merits. On 
Saturday she rendered her soul into the hands of her Creator. 

Her daughter, who was also very pious, was inconsolable 
in her bereavement. Whilst praying in her oratory for the 
soul of her dear mother, and shedding abundant tears, a great 
servant of God who was frequently favored with supernatural 
communications, went to her and said: “Cease to weep, my 
child, or rather let your grief be turned into joy. I come to 
assure you, on the part of God, that today, Saturday, thanks to 
the privileges granted to the members of the Confraternity of 
the Scapular, your mother has gone to heaven and is numbered 
among the elect. Be consoled and bless the most august Vir- 
gin, the Mother of mercy.” 

The reader cannot but conclude that we possess in the 
scapular of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, one of the richest 
fountains of grace which the Church in her liberality has 
opened to us. Let us wear this scapular, this livery of the 
Queen of Heaven; let us be loyal to our King and our Queen, 
Jesus and Mary. 
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Wouldn’t You Like to Have a Priest 
in Your Family? 





Dignity and Power of the Priest. 


Jesus CHRIST is the High-Priest forever according to 
the order of Melchisedech. The Heavenly Father has given 
this name of honor to His beloved Son from. all eternity. 
Jesus is the Eternal Priest, the Sanctifier and Teacher who 
came into this world to remind man of the almighty sovereign- 
ty of His Father. He sacrificed Himself for man and sent upon 
men the Holy Spirit. He made known to men how they must 
again return to the Father, not in their own power, but through 
Himself, Jesus Christ, who is the way that leads to the Father. 

Jesus is the Reconciler of man. He rendered perfect 
satisfaction for our sins and for our revolt against God. He 
paid our debt to Divine Justice. He broke asunder the 
bonds which made men the slaves of Satan. He made men ° 
free; He died for them; His death was the source of their 
supernatural life. 

Jesus gave Himself to men as their daily Reconciler; no 
longer on Mount Calvary, but on the altar. No longer by 
really shedding His Blood, but by the mystical effusion of His 
Blood which was once shed on Calvary. 

Jesus Christ gives Himself to man as nourishment through 
the institution of the Most Holy Eucharist from which souls 
can and should derive courage, strength and holiness. 

Such was the work of Jesus Christ on earth: He taught 
man to know God. He made reparation to God, delivered 
men from slavery, snatched them from eternal death and 
animated them with a new holy life. Then He ascended to 
heaven with Body and Soul to prepare a throne for His elect. 
Jesus concluded His work by sending the Holy Spirit who 
unites the Father and the Son with eternal love, and who 
should likewise unite men with God in love. The Holy Ghost 
came upon the apostles and disciples, and comes daily into 
the hearts of the faithful and guides them on the way of love, 
truth and justice. 

Behold, this is the grand work of Jesus Christ, and all 
this is done daily by the priest. 

The priest teaches us to know the Heavenly Father. He 
proclaims His holiness, His grandeur and His mercy. The 
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priest manifests God’s justice, how He is the avenger of crime 
and the rewarder of virtue. The priest gives Jesus to the 
faithful. The priest participates in the power of the Heavenly 
Father Himself, who in His love for His creatures gave His 
only-begotten Son. The priest generates Jesus Christ, brings 
Him forth, gives Him life every day through the words of 
Consecration of Holy Mass. 

The priest offers Jesus Christ on the altar as a Reconciler 
who renders satisfaction for the sins of the world. He gives 
the Lord as nourishment to souls, and applies to them the 
merits of the life and death of our Savior. The priest also 
gives the Holy Spirit through the administration of the sacra- 
ments, but especially through the Most Blessed Sacrament. 
Where Jesus Christ is, there is also the Holy Ghost, and when 
the priest gives the Holy Eucharist, he also gives the Holy 
Spirit; when he gives Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, he also 
gives God the Father, therefore the three Persons of the Holy 
Trinity are in the power of the priest. The priest commands 
and the Blessed Trinity obeys. He commands, and God the 
Father permits the priest to participate in His almighty power 
through the Consecration. The priest commands, and God 
the Son manifests His mercy. The priest commands, and God 
the Holy Ghost descends and inflames the hearts of the faithful 
with His love. 

The priest commands, and everything obeys him in heaven 
and on earth. The priest commands and God draws near to 
man, God gives Himself to man, God takes man under His 
protection. The priest commands, and the demons flee in 
terror, sin disappears from souls and peace is restored to 
hearts. Justification covers them like a mantle of honor. 
Heaven which was closed is opened to receive souls, and hell 
which was gaping to swallow the sinner, closed again, filled 
with shame and rage at having lost its prey. 

Behold the amazing works of the priest! What an in- 
comprehensible power and dignity is given to the priest! 
How happy a family which can donate a priest to the Lord! 
From the beginning, the craving of a loving mother, the heart’s 
desire of a father has always been to sacrifice a son to the 
Church that he might become a priest. The grace of the 
priesthood, however, is given by God, and most of our Christian 
families are denied the happiness of seeing their son at the 
altar. 
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Happy the Family! 

But listen! You, too, dear father, good mother, can have 
a priest in your family! You can adopt a youth who studies 
for the priesthood. In Germany and Austria, especially in 
Tyrol, and Carinthia, the dearth of priests is keenly felt, for 
instance, from Carinthia we have been informed that 180 par- 
ishes are without priests. On account of extreme poverty, 
the number of students is very limited. Formerly, most of 
the vocations came from the middle and better classes, now 
they are entirely impoverished. Many, many talented, pious 
young men, although they feel drawn to the holy priesthood 
can never satisfy this craving of their heart unless they are 
aided by noble hearts. 

Now, here is an idea; we believe it comes from heaven: 
In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, however, a donation of 
$500.00 would be sufficient for the education of a youth to 
the priesthood. What a blessed consciousness to know: 
Through my efforts I have made it possible for a young man 
to study and become a priest! Daily he will remember me 
at the altar! Daily he will pray for those dear to me, and 
should I not see him on earth, surely I will see him in heaven 
where he will be forever grateful. How the Lord Himself 
will reward such a great act of charity! 

However, many people with the best will are unable to 
sacrifice $500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably be 
possible for them. Be consoled, for this amount would defray 
the expenses of a student of philosophy or theology until his 
ordination. What a joy for the student, what a consolation 
for the bishop when such a noble gift arrives! Others, again, 
with economy can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. That 
is just sufficient to pay the expenses of a student for one 
year. Now he can study! Without this support he would 
have had to give up his studies! 

We are now in the month of May, Mary’s month. Love 
for the Blessed Virgin has impelled many a heart to great 
deeds. Mary is eminently the Mother of priests, and she will 
graciously smile on you for your great compassion. Now the 
practical solution : — 

Whoever adopts a student until he has attained the priest- 
hood, even for only one year, may send us the offering. 
We will forward the donation to the diocesan bishop or to 
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the directors of the seminary who will apply it to the education 
of a worthy student. The bishop or director of the seminary 
will write you himself, and also the happy student. He will 
be in communication with you until he says his first Holy 
Mass. And be assured, the bond of charity will then be drawn 
still closer after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can you 
not say in truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, believe 
me, this priest will be a most grateful son; he will never cause 
you grief or anguish. On the contrary, he will be your great 
joy and consolation, especially at the hour of death. 


Letters of Thanks. 


We cordially thank our dear friends for the offerings they 
have sent during the past month for the poor convents and 
children. The heart-rending letters which we published in the 
April number depicted the misery and deep distress of those 
poor nuns and children. We daily receive similar pitiful let- 
ters, describing the appalling need, especially in Austria, Tyrol, 
Salzburg and Kaernten. Oh, let us not grow weary in giving 
help, according to our means. Persevere, we beg you, in giving 
aid until the greatest need is alleviated. Our merciful God 
will certainly reward your compassion and generosity! 


On January 4th we sent $3000.00 to Abbot Boniface Maria, to be divided 
amongst the most needy convents in the province of Kaernten, (Carinthia), Austria. 
His grateful reply follows, also letters from communities to whom he distributed alms. 


Reverend Father Lukas, 

In the firSt place I beg you, accept from us all whom you 
have so generously aided, our mo&t heartfelt gratitude. I entreat you to be the 
interpreter of our burning thanks to all our benefaétors. We can only offer our 
thankful prayers for all these noble souls to the loving Heart of Jesus. That is 
all we can do! : 

Oh, if you could have seen how the good siSters aéied when I informed them 
of the gift in Store for them!! With tears and exclamations of joy, they responded: 
““God never forsakes His own!” Your dear letter excited me so much at the mo- 
ment, I was simply unable to contain myself! — Just think! — $3000.00! It is 
a tremendous help to our poor convents in Kaernten. In my whole life, I have 
never had such an enormous sum in my hand! 

Dear Father, we have all become beggars! To beg, many are ashamed, but 
the good God blesses this act of humility. I told my dear prior, I am really afraid 
that I may become puffed up with vanity in the di&tribution of so great a sum. Of 
course, I tell them the money comes from noble benefaétors in the United States. 
But then, they write and tell me that without my doing, the alms would never have 
come to them. But I try to have a pure and true intention, and not spoil the merit 
of those noble givers in America by vain thoughts. 
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I regard the distribution as a duty of conscience, that it should be just, and ac- 
cording to need. I am only your helper, and the executor of your wishes. There- 
fore, I endeavor to divide all in a most conscientious way, so that I can give an 
account of it to my dear God. 

I went to our bank in Klagenfurt. The president telephoned immediately to 
Vienna. The check was sold on the money-market the following day, and brought 
the enormous sum of 1,927,500 crowns, or 642 crowns for each dollar. If that 
money had been exchanged in America, the sum would have amounted to only 
1,132,000 crowns, that is 795,500 crowns less. — A proof of how highly the 
American dollar is valued in Austria. 

To get a clear insight, we wrote to all the convents requesting them to give 
an exaé Statement of their diStressed condition. The returns are exceedingly sad. 
Many convents are almo&t entirely ruined; want of food and clothing is appalling! 
Ju&t imagine, for the year 1920 alone, these poor convents have a deficit of 
about 2,000,000 crowns. 

Oh! if you good Catholics of America realized how much relief you bring to 
us poor religious! The superioress of E. is quite young, because no one wants to 
be superior any more. She wept like a child when I handed her the money. This 
is the third superioress in one year. No sifter wants to accept the office. The 
burden that now weighs upon religious superiors is crushing. Consolation can be 
found only before the Tabernacle... It is the same with all of us — we are all in 
the same sad situation! ... The main cause is, that the people of the world believe 
that the convents and monaSteries are rich. Even when you assure them of the 
contrary, they do not believe it. Many superiors pine away from grief and com- 
passion because they cannot relieve the misery and want of their sifters and chil- 


‘tI could, I would come across the ocean myself to thank you. 
Your eternally grateful confrere, 
» Abbot Boniface Maria. 


Dear Rev. Father, 

The good God has made you, Rev. Father, the instrument by 
which to aid us in our most bitter distressing situation, and we invoke a most 
sincere “God reward you” upon you. With deep emotion we think of America, 
which has such compassionate hearts for our poor convents. Yes, indeed, the 
war and its sad consequences has brought great affliction upon us! The poor 
children of this country die in great numbers, or languish and become stupid 
and crippled from hunger, misery and want of care. And what is still worse, 
the spiritual neglect of youth becomes all the more deplorable. 

The object of our order is the rearing and education of forsaken girls i in 
need of protection, mostly from 4 to 15 years.. We ourselves must meet all 
the expenses for board, clothing, linens, beds, and for the means of teaching. 
We have shared our bread with the children, but now we, too, are beggars, for 
the high cost of living has continued too long. At the close of the year we had 
incurred a debt of 250,000 crowns. 

Our roofs are well nigh breaking in, because for want of means and ma- 
terial we cannot repair the damages. By heavy rains streams of water flow 
down in our rooms; the beams are beginning to decay, and the damage will be 
enormous. The kind Rt. Rev. Archbishop has done all in his power, to support 
our institutions, but all his means are exhausted. The distress in the whole 
country is unspeakable! 
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Most urgently we entreat you, dear Rev. Father, to remember our convent 
in your holy prayers. With sentiments of deepest gratitude and highest esteem, 
I remain in the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, 

Your obedient servant, 
Sister Mary Ignatia. 


Convent of the Good Shepherd, Feb. 13, 1921. 
Venerable and dear Mother Superior, 

We do not find words to express the gratitude 
of our thankful hearts to all our dear benefactors. Thanks be to God, and again, 
Thanks be to God! Oh, how touching is your loving charity for the poor convents 
of our stricken country! May the Heart of Jesus bless you and all our kind bene- 
factors. This is the prayer of our grateful hearts. 

The war has brought untold misery upon us. Our little earnings, the Sisters’ 
doweries,— everything has been sacrificed for the care of the poor starving chil- 
dren. Now, we ourselves are beggars and our distress is unspeakable! The 
children, when brought to our convent, are covered with rags, are without shirt or 
linens; too weak and starved to walk, and after a few steps they break down. They 
need strengthening food to recover. The most pitiable are the children up to 12 
years reduced by famine. Just think, some 6-year-old children weigh but 14 Ibs.! 
Poverty-stricken parents blessed by God with many children, but without means 
to support them, come with tearful eyes and plead with us to take their little ones. 
Our hearts bleed when we have to refuse them, because we ourselves have noth- 
ing left and cannot procure food for even the 110 children we already care for. We 
live mostly on vegetables and potatoes boiled in water. The potatoes are counted, 
two, at most, for each meal, otherwise they will not last till the next crop. 

We gladly suffer hunger and cold — we willingly sacrifice ourselves, but to 
be unable to give the children even the most necessary — that breaks our hearts! 
To rear and train poor, forsaken, unprotected girls is our joy and the aim of our 
Order, but now it is all the more bitter for us to have to send them away, away 
into misery and destruction. Daily we are obliged to refuse many applicants. 

Dear Mother, please recommend our convent also to the Sacred Hearts of 
Jesus and Mary. Tell all our benefactors that we love them and pray for them. 
May God reward you all. We remain, in the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. 
in high esteem, 

Your deeply indebted, 

Sisters of the Good Shepherd. 


Kaernten; Feb. 8, 1921. 
Highly esteemed, noble Benefactors, 

With great joy and fervent grati- 
tude, I acknowledge the receipt of 10,000 crowns from the Rt. Rev. 
Abbot Boniface Ecker. You cannot form an idea of how necessary 
foreign help is tous! We sisters are in so great need of clothing, linens, 
shoes, etc. that at times we do not know what todo. The terrible war 
and its awful consequences has reduced us to beggary. However, the 
good God has not forsaken us; He ordained that kind, charitable hearts 
in America should take pity on us. With renewed fervor and confidence 
we surrender ourselves to Divine Providence. In future, we shall con- 
sider it our duty to pray earnestly for our dear benefactors. Tomorrow 
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we shall offer the Holy Mass and Holy Communion for them, and also 
a novena of thanks. 

Again we thank you for everything and beg you not to forget us in 
the future. With kindest regards and most respectful kiss of the 
hand, I venture to call myself, an 

Your most obedient 
Sister Methodia Kofler, Superioress. 


Ursuline Convent, Kaernten. 
Venerable Benediétine SiSters, 


Today brought us wonderful help! Our hearts have 
again taken courage! Let me tell you, the deficit of 244,000 crowns which we 
contraéted la&t year, weighs heavily upon us. To endure hunger and cold, and 
at the same time be crushed under the heavy burden of so great a debt is simply 
awful! — Too much for frail women! : 

We are totally incapable to give expression to our feelings of sincere grati- 
tude for your great and truly maternal solicitude. It was a ray of sunshine into 
the dark night of care and sorrow. Confidence has again been awakened in our 
community. Kindly express our mo&t heartfelt gratitude to all our noble bene- 


faétors in the blessed country of America. 
Sister Clementina, Superioress. 


Dominican Sisters, Kaernten. 
Venerable Benedictine Sisters, 


With great joy and fervent gratitude 
to God and our noble benefactors in America, we received the mag- 
nanimous gift. How good is our loving God, and how paternally He 
cares for His own! His assistance came when we were in greatest 
need. In consequence of undernourishment, the greater number of 
our sisters have contracted the bone disease. The enormous prices 
prevent our buying strengthening foods. 

The Lord be thanked for the help given us! At Holy Mass and in 
our Holy Communions we will pray for the intentions and welfare of our 
generous friends, and implore our Divine Savior most fervently that 
He Himself may be their exceeding great reward. St. Joseph, too, is 
our protector and helper, and to him also will we pray earnestly and 
faithfully for our kind benefactors and for their intentions. 

Most respectfully yours, 
Sister Rosa, 0.S.D. 
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Act of Consecration 


for the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home 


Sacred Heart of Jesus, who didst manifest to Saint Margaret Mary 
Thy desire of reigning in Christian families, we today wish to proclaim 
Thy most complete regal dominion over our own. We would live in 
future with Thy life, we would cause to flourish in our midst those 
virtues to which Thou hast promised peace here below, we would 
banish far from us the spirit of the world which Thou hast cursed; and 
Thou shalt reign over our minds in the simplicity of our faith, and over 
our hearts by the whole-hearted love with which they shall burn for 
Thee, the flame of which we shall keep alive by the frequent reception 
of Thy Divine Eucharist. 

Deign, O Divine Heart, to preside over our assemblings, to bless 
our enterprises, both spiritual and temporal, to dispel our cares, to sanc- 
tify our joys, to alleviate our sufferings. If ever one or other of us should 
have the misfortune to afflict Thee, remind him, O Heart of Jesus, that 
Thou art good and merciful to the penitent sinner. And when the hour 
of separation strikes, when death shall come to cast mourning into our 
midst, we will all, both those who go and those who stay, be submissive 
to Thy eternal decrees. We will console ourselves with the thought 
that a day will come, when the entire family, reunited in heaven, can 
sing forever Thy glories and Thy mercies. 

May the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the glorious patriarch, St. 
Joseph, present this consecration to Thee, and keep it in our minds all 
the days of our life. All glory to the Heart of Jesus, our King and our 
Father ! 


Plenary indulgence on the day of consecration, for those who worthily receive 
the Sacraments, and pray according to the intention of the Holy Father; 300 days 
for renewal. — Pius X., May 19, 1908. — Prescribed for Enthronement — Benedict 


XV., March 1, 1918. 





© Jesus, our Master and our King, to Thee be all honor, glorp and 
? B glory 
power, in heaven and on earth, forever and ever! 





